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evidence, his execution was a judicial murder. Krafft-Ebing 
(.Zeitschrift fur Psychiatrie, Band, xl) says that the British Medical 
Journal's contradiction of Dr. Hammond’s opinion contains no 
argument, but is only a poor attempt at witticism. 


Premature General Paralysis. —Under this title Dr. E. 
Regis discusses ( Journal de mtdecine de Bordeaux , September 
9, 1883,) the case of a man who became a paretic dement at the 
age of nineteen. Clouston had ( British Medical Journal, Sep¬ 
tember, 1877) reported a case who was attacked by paretic 
dementia at the age of sixteen. This case and those cited by 
Macleod, Bucknill and Tuke (. Psychological Medicine , p. 324), 
and Spitzka (Journal of Nervous and Mental Disease, 
April, 1877), at the ages of twenty-one and twenty-three respec¬ 
tively, seem to have eluded Dr. Rdgis’ search. Dr. Regis, from 
this case, and from an examination of the literature, concludes : 
1. ParStic dementia is a disease narrowly confined to the middle 
period of life, during which it, as a rule, manifests itself. 2. The 
real, immediate cause of this affection appears to be a deviation 
of the normal anatomical progress, which extends, at this time, 
into the minute cerebral structure ; most frequently paretic de¬ 
mentia is attributable to no other somatic cause. 3. Besides this 
type of paretic dementia, which becomes developed in its own 
time, and which is the true paretic dementia, there are other cases 
which occur unexpectedly some time before, others after, the 
ordinary period, which may be said to range between the ages of 
twenty-five and sixty-five years. The first may be designated as 
premature paretic dementia, the second as late paretic dementia. 
4. Cases of paretic dementia before the age of twenty-five years 
are very rare, and only a few cases are recorded. Cases coming 
on before the age of twenty are still more rare, only one case being 
reported independently of Regis’ case (which is, as already stated, 
an error). 5. The premature type, contrary to the true, has, as a 
rule, a powerful etiological factor, such as heredity, syphilis, trauma¬ 
tism, saturnism, or general or local diathesis. These causes 
appear to determine in these cases an early predisposition, and to 
prematurely place the brain in those conditions in which it is 
found in mature life. 6. Premature paretic dementia has, as a 
rule, a slower progress and a longer duration ; it is more fre¬ 
quently subject to remissions, and is susceptible of a more or less 
permanent recovery, thus according with the possible curability of 
paretic dementia developed under the influence of a material or 
specific cause. Wille ( Irrenfreund, , No. 1, 1873) and Coffin 
{Annales medico-psychologiques, tome vi, serie iii), who have also 
been ignored by Dr. Regis, claim that paretic dementia in a man 
under twenty-one is always of syphilitic origin. 


Bone Degeneration in the Insane.— Dr. J. Wigglesworth 
(.British Medical Journal , September 29, 1863) states that while 
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the number of cases included in his communication are small, 
his conclusions may be thus formulated : i. The ribs of lunatics 
are perfectly healthy in a minority of cases. 2. The majority 
present some slight degree of change, which consists in a slight 
thinning of the external layer of compact bone, and slight en¬ 
largement of the Haversian canals ; but that these changes are in 
general merely trivial, and to be correlated with the general failure 
of nutrition so common in insanity, or with the presence of a 
wasting disease such as phthisis, or with the advent of old age, or 
it may be with a combination of all of these ; these cases possess, 
therefore, a general, not a local, significance. 3. In a minority of 
cases, provisionally estimated at ten per cent., clear and precise 
lesions are found, produced by considerable internal absorption, 
which renders the bone very porous and brittle, and brings it 
under the category of the condition known as osteoporosis. The 
proportion of cases in which this affection occurs being thus con¬ 
sidered to be much higher amongst insane than amongst sanp indi¬ 
viduals, it would' appear to have some causal connection with 
insanity, of the nature of which we are as yet ignorant. In a 
general way Neumann ( Neurologisch.es Centralblatt, September 15, 
1883) has expressed similar opinions. 


Insanity Pleaded as an Excuse for Crime by a Luna¬ 
tic. —Dr. Jas. H. McBride, Superintendent of the Wanwatossa 
Asylum for the Insane, in his discussion of the mental status of 
Guiteau (.Alienist and Neurologist, Oct., 1883), cites the following 
case, in which a lunatic pleaded insanity as an excuse for crime : 
Mrs. Crocker, a well-educated lady who had studied law, a resident 
of Milwaukee for many years, but latterly a resident of Washing¬ 
ton, D. C., because of certain differences between herself and her 
step-mother, came from Washington to Milwaukee, appointed an 
interview with that lady at a lawyer’s office, and without immediate 
provocation, shot at the step-mother. At the outset of her trial, 
she pleaded insanity, claiming that the shooting was done in 
obedience to a command received at night from her dead father’s 
spirit. She insisted that at the time of the shooting she was in¬ 
sane, exhibited much interest in the trial, and suggested to the 
attorneys questions to be put to experts. Upon the witness-stand, 
she claimed that she was insane at the time of the shooting, and 
underwent a long cross-examination without contradicting her¬ 
self. She was acquitted on the ground of transitory mania, and 
set at liberty, but was soon after arrested for another offence, and, 
upon trial, being declared insane, was committed to the Wanwa- 
tassa Asylum, where she now is. She was undoubtedly insane at 
the time of her first crime ; the insanity having existed for years 
previous. She now states that the plea of insanity at the time of 
the first trial was false, that she did not entertain the delusion 
mentioned, and only entered that plea to escape punishment. 
There is no doubt that her statement is true, and that her pretended 



